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Ministers that they had made a mistake in letting the Bill go
through. But Place was a bad man to beat. When the Govern^
ment set up a Committee to inquire what had best be done, he
contrived that respectable working-men should be brought up
to town to waylay members and respectfully ask for fairplay;
and Hume cross-examined the witnesses who came before the
Committee with such skill that in the end the Act of the previous
year was merely modified. Henceforward it was definitely
declared to be lawful for men to consult together about wages,
and to take concerted action in withholding their labour ; but
they were strictly forbidden to " molest " or " obstruct " either
employers or fellow-workmen who refused to come out on strike.
CHAPTER LXIII
THE END OF TORY RULE
1827-1830
§ 277. Two burning questions.—Parliament was almost
unanimous in passing most of the reforms mentioned in the last
chapter ; but there were two matters upon which Tories were
sharply divided. Should Catholics be given equal rights as
citizens with Protestants—should they be eligible as Members
of Parliament, for instance ? And should the House of Commons
be reorganised so as to make it more representative of the
nation ? The Whigs supported both reforms ; but among the
Tories some, like Wellington and Peel, were opposed to both,
while others, like Canning and Huskisson, were in favour of
Emancipation but not Parliamentary Reform. As long as Lord
Liverpool was Prime Minister he contrived to keep these dis-
agreements in the background. But early in 1827 &s health
failed and he had to resign. Canning had dominated the
Cabinet for so long that the King had no choice but to make him
Prime Minister. The cracks in the party which Liverpool had

